
SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE – 14 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

IN AID OF HISTORIC CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

 

The National Churches Trust is the national, independent, charity dedicated to promoting and 

supporting church and chapel buildings of historic, architectural and community value across the 

UK. 

 

In previous years my friend Rev Paul Hardingham and I have carried out the sponsored cycle ride on 

our own because of our commitments on the designated day. This year we were both free to join 

the group organised by keen cyclists Alan Stacey and Brian Tidswell. The group included 

representatives from other churches in the Spalding area. Two car loads of supporters followed us 

round the route. 

 

Much to my surprise and enjoyment was that at each stopping place we gathered outside the church 

to sing two hymns, ensuring we observed social distance and standing with our backs to the wind. 

 

 
 

Our anti clockwise circular route started from WILLOUGHBY (a few miles south of Alford) on the 

eastern edge of the Lincolnshire Wolds. 

 

 Why Willoughby? Alan and fellow cyclist Pat Thomas had been cycling on another occasion in the 

area, when entering the village they saw signs that the village had links to John Smith, thinking this 

was a connection to the brewer, they stopped to investigate (and possible sample a brew!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 However to their disappointment, the village is the birth place of Captain John Smith! 

 

 
 

 

1. The first Church we visited was St HELENA’S of Willoughby. The Church dates back to the 

14th century and is built in the perpendicular style of Spilsby green sandstone. The 

Doomsday Survey records an earlier church in 1086.  

 
 



(According to the Doomsday Survey, Lincolnshire contains approximately 218 place names 

ending with ‘by’ which denotes anything from a farming village. A 'by' on the end of a place 

name is also old Viking for a village or small hamlet.) 

 

2. The next village we visited was SLOOTHBY. 

 

The village has several farms, a Wesleyan chapel dating from the 1890s, and a small mid-

Victorian church – formerly known as "Sloothby Mission" – which is now closed.  

It has no known dedication though there is some suggestion that it is the ‘Good Shepherd’ and it 

used to service part of the parish of Willoughby. The building was erected in 1862 as a school 

mission chapel. In 1956 the building was transferred to the Diocesan Education Board and 

shortly after closed as a school. It was disappointing to see the area around this church used as a 

junk yard for several old cars, but that did not stop us singing two more hymns - much to the 

surprise of the owner, who arrived to enjoy an film our singing. 

 
 

 

 

3. Back in the saddle and on to HOGSTHORPE and St MARY’S CHURCH. 

 

Hogsthorpe is a small village and is situated approximately 2 miles from the North Sea and 

Chapel St Leonards, and about 7 miles north from Skegness. If the wind had been in the other 

direction I’m sure we would have enjoyed a refreshing salty tang.  

 

In Medieval times the shoreline included Hogsthorpe. The building of the Roman Bank sea 

defenses started to change that, but the village was still open to flooding from the sea. 

 

St Mary’s is one of the finest medieval marshland churches. The present church dates from 1393 

although early church records show Philip de Wyleweby was sub deacon here from 1232 to 

1233, so there was possibly an earlier wooden structure which served a very affluent and 

important community, larger and more important than Skegness. 
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4. Our next stop was at a memorial stone on the edge of a corn field. The inscription read: 

‘Just before midnight on 1st September 1942 Halifax II BB216 (LQ-D) of 405 Squadron RCAF 

(Royal Canadian Air Force) from Topcliffe (near Thirsk on the edge of the North Yorkshire 

Moors) crashed near this spot following a disastrous engine fire. This memorial is placed 

here to commemorate the crew members who died (4 names listed)’. 

 
 

It was a very moving experience singing our two hymns at this spot. 

 

5. Our next village stop was MUMBY. 

Mumby is a small village situated on the A52 approximately mid-way between Mablethorpe 
(8 miles) and Skegness (9 miles). 



There is a church, one pub and a model car museum. A Weslyan Chapel and a Primitive 
Methodist Chapel once existed in the village but both are now private residences. 

The church of St Thomas of Canterbury dates back to the 15th Century but parts of 

an earlier church can be seen near the organ and are thought to be 12th Century. 

There are 5 bells housed in the bell tower and graffiti on the walls show that it was 

used as a look-out post especially in the Second World War. 

Inside the church are various carved heads, some 21 in total, and depict such 

subjects as the green man, crowned heads and strange animals etc. 

 

6. What a surprise in store for us at our next stop at Cumberworth. 

Cumberworth is a small hamlet and civil parish is situated approximately 3 miles south-east 
from the town of Alford.  

Cumberworth’s former parish church was dedicated to St Helen and is a Grade II Listed 
Building. It was declared redundant in 1987 and sold in 1989. It’s a hotchpotch of medieval 
greenstone and 19th century brick. 
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Alan and Pat in their previous recce had thought the church to be unused so it was to our 
surprise to meet the owner when we visited the church. 

It was purchased by Christopher Bachelor 30 years ago with the plan to convert it to his 
residence. Christopher told us that he is the organist for St Pancras Church, London and also 
the former Managing Director of organ manufacturer Harrison & Harrison Ltd (one of their 
organs was installed in St Mary’s Church Pinchbeck). 

Christopher then offered to show us the internal work carried out to date and gave some 
details of the history of the building including evidence during excavation work that a church 
existed on this site some 1,100 years ago. 

 

What an interesting and unexpected encounter. 

7. Next stop – BILSBY 

Bilsby is mentioned in the Doomsday Book of 1086 as a settlement of eighteen households. 

The village name may derive from the Norse goddess Bil.  
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Alford – Sutton Tramway 

Mumby Road railway station used to be situated here. In 1897, nearby Thurlby would have 
been an important junction between the Sutton and Willoughby Railway (part of the East 
Lincolnshire Railway) and a proposed line from a new port at Sutton-on-Sea to another in 
Warrington to be built by the Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railway.  

A steam tramway ran through Bilsby between 1884 and 1889. The Alford and Sutton 
Tramway ran from Alford town to Sutton-on-Sea on rails set into the road; it opened in 1884 
and closed after only 5 years. 

Bilsby church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity and is a Grade II Listed Building, [ dating from 

the 15th century. It was extensively repaired in 1841.[ The church is stuccoed (rendered) and 

has an 18th-century stone tower with brick battlements. The pulpit stem is the trunk of a 

tree, with its steps cut from another.  Unfortunately the church was closed. 
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Another two hymns sung in the churchyard at Bilsby. 

 

 

8. Our final stop of the day was near FARLESTHORPE 

Farlesthorpe is a hamlet and is situated approximately 2 miles south-east from Alford  

Dating from the 9th Century, Farlesthorpe was originally a Danish settlement. The origins of 
the name of Farlesthorpe are unknown but in the Doomsday Book it is given as 
"Haroldestrop". It has also been spelt as Earlsthorpe and Faraldesthorpe.  

The church is located through a farmyard and over a grazing field, but thankfully the cows 
had been moved. We understand that 3 services a year are held in the church but on our 
visit it was locked. 
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Our walk to the church passed by the farm’s barn where a number of Land Rovers were 
being restored. Several of our group enjoyed a chat with the farmer on his work and the 
collection of old tractors. 

 

The first church was built in the early 13th Century and dedicated to Saint Andrew. The 
present Grade II listed church was built in 1800, of brick and stone, and restored in 1881 and 
1953.  
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Our 18 mile journey finished at Willoughby – eight varied stops and 16 of my favorite hymns sung – 
let’s hope church neighbours enjoyed our renditions as much as we did. 

 

YOUR SPONSORSHIP -  many thanks to those of you that have sponsored me – I hope I have 

earned your support by covering 18 miles – leaving me with aching limbs , but hopefully fitter. 

 

I have been pleased to nominate your church to receive 50% of the total sponsor monies. The 

balance will be paid to Lincolnshire Historic Churches Trust. 

 

 

  

 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL – DAVID LUNN 

 


